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The implementation of Reach is at a critical stage. No one knows 
yet if the three months’ final sprint is enough to reach the goal on 
time.

The pressure is intense both in companies and in the European 
Chemicals Agency (Echa). It serves no-one’s interests if this 
massive project fails and companies providing valuable services 
to society end up breaking the law despite all their efforts.

From a company’s point of view, Echa has not made the task 
easy. Instructions have been provided bit by bit and often late. The 
companies have had to deduce which of the requirements apply to 
them and how the instructions should be applied. Communication 
with Echa experts is directed solely through electronic media, and 
requests for information are replied to with a delay. Furthermore, the 
replies often seem strange from the everyday operations̕ point of 
view or even miss the actual question. Another big stumbling stone 
are the IT systems: their version updates and usage problems force 
companies to keep an armada of IT gurus on standby.

Echa, too, is frantically trying to figure out a way for tens of 
thousands of companies to get through the ordeal successfully. 
In exceptional cases with well-defined reasons, companies are 
allowed to submit incomplete registration dossiers, to be completed 
later. However, the prerequisites for extensions are still unclear, and 
each company must do its utmost to get all its substances duly 
registered by the deadline.

Work in Substance Information Exchange Forums (Siefs) is a story 
of its own. The beautiful idea that all manufacturers of a particular 

substance would produce the necessary data 
in cooperation might work in a perfect world. 

In the real life competing companies are 
tempted to withhold information from each 

other or to get rid of the weakest 
links by, for instance, defining a 
standard of purity that some of 
the manufacturers are not able to 

reach. 
We are facing an extremely strict 

sieving process that will unavoidably 
eliminate some of the players. Even the 
ones left in the field must bear in mind 
that the registration is only the beginning 

of a process which will have a permanent 
effect on business operations.

Leena Laitinen

Vol. 37 Coden: KMKMAA ISSN 0355-1628

Toimitus • Redaktion • Office
Pohjantie 3, FIN-02100 Espoo 
puh. +358 400 578 901
faksi +358 9 3296 1520
toimitus@kemia-lehti.fi
Päätoimittaja • Chefredaktör • Editor-in-Chief
DI Leena Laitinen +358 40 577 8850
leena.laitinen@kemia-lehti.fi
Toimituspäällikkö • Redaktionschef • Managing Editor
Päivi Ikonen +358 400 139 948
paivi.ikonen@kemia-lehti.fi
Taitto • Layout  
K-Systems Contacts Oy 
Päivi Kaikkonen +358 3 714 1614
taitto@kemia-lehti.fi
Sihteeri • Sekreterare • Secretary
Irja Hagelberg +358 400 578 901
irja.hagelberg@kempulssi.fi
Vakituinen avustaja • Permanent medarbetare  
• Contributing Editor
Sanna Alajoki +358 40 827 9727
sanna.alajoki@kemia-lehti.fi
Ilmoitukset • Annonser • Advertisements
ilmoitukset@kemia-lehti.fi
Myyntipäällikkö • Forsäljningschef • Sales Manager
Sauli Ilola +358 40 546 1241
sauli.ilola@kemia-lehti.fi
Tilaukset • Prenumerationer • Subscriptions
puh. +358 400 578 901, faksi +358 9 3296 1520 
tilaukset@kemia-lehti.fi
Tilaushinnat
Kotimaassa 89 euroa (kestotilaus 79 euroa),  
muut maat 120 euroa
Kouluille 45 euroa, www.aikakaus.fi
Prenumerationspris i Finland 89 euro, 
övriga länder 120 euro
Subscription price (out of Finland) EUR 120
Irtonumero/Lösnummer/Single copy EUR 15
(special issue 5/2010 EUR 19)
Osoitteenmuutokset
Suomen Kemian Seura
puh. +358 10 425 6300, faksi +358 10 425 6309
toimisto@kemianseura.fi
Kustantaja • Utgivare • Publisher
Kempulssi Oy
Toimitusjohtaja • Verkst. direktör • Managing Director
Leena Laitinen
Pohjantie 3, FIN-02100 Espoo 
puh. +358 40 577 8850
leena.laitinen@kemia-lehti.fi

Toimitusneuvosto 
• Redaktionsråd • Editorial Board
Laboratoriopäällikkö Susanna Eerola, Roal Oy 
Toimitusjohtaja Saara Hassinen, SalWe Oy
Professori Matti Hotokka, Åbo Akademi
Toimituspäällikkö Päivi Ikonen, Kemia-Kemi
Tutkija Helena Laavi,  
Aalto-yliopisto/TKK
Päätoimittaja Leena Laitinen, 
Kemia-Kemi
Professori Jan Lundell, 
Jyväskylän yliopisto
Apulaisjohtaja Juha Pyötsiä, Kemianteollisuus ry
Professori Markku Räsänen, Helsingin yliopisto
Tiedotuspäällikkö Sakari Sohlberg, VTT

Aikakauslehtien Liiton jäsenlehti
Painos • Upplaga • Printing order 6 600 
Forssan Kirjapaino, Forssa 2010
ISO 9002


